ONCHAN DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

Hawthorn Villa,
79 Main Road, Onchan.

ORDINARY MEETING

9th April 2026
Sir/Madam

You are hereby summoned to attend an ORDINARY Meeting of the Authority to be held in the

Boardroom at HAWTHORN VILLA, 79 MAIN ROAD, ONCHAN to transact the undernoted
business on:

Monday 13t April 2026

7:00 pm - Board Meeting

which will be followed by a meeting of the Board sitting IN COMMITTEE. items on this agenda
marked (P) will be considered in private, and correspondence is circulated separately.

Please note that the minutes referred to in the agenda have yet to be confirmed by the

Authority as a true and correct record of proceedings at the various meetings, and will be
published after ratification.

Yours faithfully

[

R PHILLIPS
CHIEF EXECUTIVE/CLERK
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ODC MEETING 13" April 2026 ORDINARY MEETING

9. Finance and General Purposes:
9.1 (P) Draft 2024/25 Year End Accounts (Appendix 9.1)
9.2 (P) Asset Valuation Consideration (Appendix 9.2)

10. Consideration of any Reports from the Clerk or other Officer:

10.1 Department of Infrastructure Waste Strategy 2025-2035 Consultation (Appendix 10.1)
Feedback

11. Consideration of any relevant correspondence (already circulated unless indicated):

1.1 The Manx Family Community Centre (Appendix 11.1)
11.2 Department of Infrastructure — Local Government Amendment) Bill 2023 (Appendix 11.2)
1.3 Lawn Bowns (Flat Green)- Opening Day (Appendix 11.3)
1.4 Local Government Superannuation Scheme — Correspondence fromthe  (Appendix 11.4)

Chief Minister

12. To answer any questions asked under Standing Order 25:

13. To answer any Motions in the order in which notice has been received:

131 Motion 77 Members of the Public to ask questions of the Chair or (Appendix 13.1)
relevant Commissioners

13.2 Motion 78 Board Members when relevant be named within the (Appendix 13.2)
Minutes

14, Environmental and Technical Services:
None.
15. Housing Matters:

151 Amendment to Public Sector General Needs Housing Income Thresholds  (Appendix 15.1)
~ Public Consultation

15.2 Social Housing — Draft Hoarding & Self Neglect Policy and Procedure Appendix 15.2)
2026

16. Chairman’s Announcements:

Dates for Diary:

‘Datt [ Organisaion =~ JEvent [ Time

10t April 2026 Onchan Silver Band Spring Concert — Onchan 7:00 pm
Methodist Church

13 April 2026 Onchan District Commissioners | Board Meeting 7:00 pm

17 April 2026 Trustees of the Crosh Pobble Civic Reception — Hawthorn 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Chonnaghyn Villa

17 April 2026 Cullen Creative Manx Crosses — Onchan 2:00 pm to 4:30 pm
Parish Hall

27" April 2026 Onchan District Commissioners | Board Meeting 7:00 pm

51 May 2026 Onchan District Commissioners | Commissioners Surgery — 2:00 pmn to 3:00
Springfield Court pm
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8.1
PLANS LIST

Board Meeting to be held on Monday 13" April 2026
The Lead Member of Environmental and Technical Services and the District
Surveyor have viewed the applications and recommend the following:-

Applicant/Address Description
PA 26/00037/B Mr Gregory Pye Creation of new vehicular access onto Governors
Return Date The Hague Road and formation of hardstanding in front
24/04/2026 8 Governors Road curtilage

Onchan

IM3 1AU

Recommendation - Approve










Appendix

the Energy from Waste Facility, but only if more of a supporting rationale not solely
relating to financial benefits can be provided by the Department.

Consultation with Stakeholders

e Itis recommended that the Authority highlight to the Department the importance of
stakeholder engagement and consultation in relation to the progression of any
primary and secondary legislation to support the Waste Strategy.

e Meaningful engagement with stakeholders such as the local authorities and
ratepayers will ultimately provide outcomes which are transparent, accountable,
and demonstrate fairness.

Alternatives Considered but not Recommended:

Option 2

That the Board agrees not to provide feedback to the Department of Infrastructure in
relation to the Isle of Man Government Waste Strategy before the Department presents
the Strategy to Tynwald.

Standing Orders:

Not applicable.

Resource Impact:

Once regulatory changes are implemented via primary and secondary legislation as
outlined within the Strategy, there will most likely be implications in relation to how the
Authority has to deliver refuse services.

This will impact the staffing the Authority employs, as well as the machinery and
infrastructure owned and hired to provide such services. Without further details available
at this time, it is impossible to predict the level of impact.

Financial Impact:

Once regulatory changes are implemented via primary and secondary legislation as
outlined within the Strategy, there will most likely be implications in relation to expenditure
required to provide refuse services. This will also apply to the Eastern Civic Amenity Site,
which the Authority is a member of as part of the Joint Committee, and supports
financially.

Without further details available at this time, it is impossible to predict the level of impact. It
is highlighted that the refuse services provided by the Authority are funded by the District
Rate, and that, as the largest stakeholder, ratepayers should be consulted regarding any
proposed changes.

Legal and/or Insurance Impact:

e Public Health Act 1990.

¢ Collection and Disposal of Waste Regulations 2000.
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APPENDIX (1.2.

Local Government (Amendment) Bill

Consideration of Legislative Council amendments

Hon Member for Glenfaba and Peel, Mr Crookall, to move —

1.1 That Standing Orders be suspended to the extent necessary to enable the
motion at item 1.2 to be moved.

Hon Member for Glenfaba and Peel, Mr Crookall, to move —

1.2 That the House rescinds its order of 28th January 2025 that New Clause 1 be
approved in principle and its order of 11th February 2025 that New Clause 1, as
amended, stand part of the Bill;

and that in respect of —

Amendment 5 (to Clause 12), the House do agree with the Council’s
amendment;

Amendment 6 (to Clause 20), the House do agree with the Council’s
amendment;

Amendments 7, 8, 9 and 10 (to Clause 47), the House do agree with the
Council’s amendments; and

Amendment 11 (to Clause 50), the House do agree with the Council’s
amendment;

and that the Clauses of the Bill be renumbered.

Explanatory note

The effect of the motion at item 1.2 would be to remove Clause 5 from the Bill and
agree the Legislative Council amendments to other Clauses. If item 1.2 were carried,
the Bill would need to be again considered by the Legislative Council.
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Official Opening Day
Dear h‘\‘ﬂfﬂ B Mo,

The Official Open Day for Lawn Bowls (Flat Green) Isle of Man will take
place on Saturday May gth 2026 at 1.30pm and we would be grateful if you
were able to attend and open the green by ‘rolling the first bowl’ . If you are
unable to attend could you please nominate your deputy or another
Commissioner to attend .

Any Commissioners who would also like to attend will be most welcome
and can even join in and have a try at lawn bowls.

There will be a buffet also at half time which you are welcome to stay for.
Can you please confirm whether yourself or a deputy will be attending by
emailing :

Thankyou,

Win Kewley

Secretary Lawn Bowls Isle of Man
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Alxson Crellin
— = —
To: Admin
Subject: FW: Letter to Alf Cannon
From:

Sent: 01 April 2026 17:49

To: Ross Phillips <rossphillips@onchan.org.im_

Subject: RE: Letter to Alf Cannon

Sent for and on behalf of the Chief Minister, Hon. Alfred Cannan MHK

Dear Mr Phillips, | NGB

Thank you very much for your correspondence of 30 May 2025 regarding the Isle of Man Government
Superannuation Scheme and the request for progress on scheme reform.

I would like to convey my sincere apologies for the significant delay in responding to your correspondence,
which was the result of an administrative error.

I am grateful to the Board of Onchan District Commissioners for setting out its views in support of
progressing reform of the current Superannuation Scheme, and I recognise the importance of this matter
for ratepayers and social housing tenants across the Island.

I can confirm that I have discussed this matter with the Department of Infrastructure, both during 2025
and again more recently. I have been advised that, due to the Island Plan priority of enabling offshore
developments, the Department’s limited legislative drafting resource has necessarily been primarily aligned
to that area of work.

The drafting of the legislation required to support the introduction of Superannuation Scheme reform is a
complex undertaking and will require a significant level of dedicated resource. The Department of
Infrastructure continues to review the allocation of its legislative drafting capacity and will re-establish the
policy reform work needed to take this project forward as soon as possible, in line with the commitment to
replace the Local Government Superannuation Scheme within the 2025 DOI Department Plan, which was
presented to Tynwald.

Kind regards,
Alfred Cannan MHK

Chief Minister
Oik yn Ard-Shirveishagh

Office of the Chief Minister | Cabinet Office | Isle of Man Government | 3¢ Floor Government Office | Bucks Road | Douglas | Isle of Man | IM1 3PN |
Chiefminister.privateoffice@gov.im 101624 685706

Year of the Mahx Language
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ONCHAN DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS

NOTICE OF MOTION
Proposed by: Commissioner Scott Wilson
To: Chief Executive/Clerk
Date: 8th April 2026
Standing Order 19.5: Any motion of which notice has been duly given, upon

being moved and seconded, shall stand deferred without
discussion until the next ordinary meeting of the
Authority, this being Monday 27" April 2026.

Motion

That the Authority agrees to introduce a structured opportunity for members
of the public attending Ordinary Board Meetings to ask questions of the Chair
or relevant Commissioners, in order to enhance transparency, accessibility,
and public engagement in the Authority’s decision-making processes.

Motion Details:

1) Implementation Date — this motion is to take effect from the first Ordinary Board
Meeting of the Authority following the Annual General Meeting scheduled for
Tuesday 5" May 2026.

2) Question Period — a dedicated question period to be introduced within the
agenda, allowing a period of up to 15 minutes. This period is to be considered
within the agenda after the appointment of the Chair, declarations of interest, and
business required by statute to be considered before any other business.
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3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

MOTION NO. 77

Scope of Questions — members of the public to ask questions that are relevant
to the business of the Authority.

Chair’s Discretion and Control — the Chair shall retain full discretion to

Determine the relevance and admissibility of questions.

Manage the order and duration of questions.

Refuse questions that are defamatory, inappropriate, or outside the remit
of the Authority.

Require questions to be concise and directed through the Chair.
Intervene where contributions become disruptive; and

Order the removal of individuals or suspend proceedings in the event of
continued disruption.

Standing Orders — the relevant procedural changes to be included within an
updated version of the Authority’s Standing Orders, specifically in relation to
Standing Orders 17 (Order of Business) and 43 (Attendance of the Public and
Press).

Minutes — questions raised and considered by members of the public in an
Ordinary Board Meeting are to be recorded in the minutes; however, those
raising the questions will not be named within the minutes.

Trial Period — the introduction of the public question period shall operate on a
trial basis for a period of three months from the date of resolution.

Review Mechanism — at the conclusion of the trial period, the Authority shall
formally review the effectiveness, impact, and operational implications of the
arrangement.

Reversion Provision — should substantive concerns arise, the Authority may, by
way of a further Motion, amend or discontinue the arrangement.

At present, members of the public attending Ordinary Board Meetings are permitted
to observe proceedings but are not afforded any struciured opporiunity to paiticipate
This creates a clear limitation in terms of accessibility and public engagement.

Notably, Braddan Parish Commissioners have already implemented a model that
allows for public participation within their Ordinary Board Meetings. Their Standing
Orders provide for a defined question period, subject to time limits, Chair control, and
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MOTION NO. 77

procedural safeguards. This demonstrates that such an approach is both workable
and capable of being managed effectively within a formal meeting structure.

In contrast, Ramsey Town Commissioners have introduced separate public
accountability meetings. While this represents a step towards engagement, it is
notably detached from the Authority’s formal decision making processes, and does
not allow for questions to be raised in the context of live agenda items.

A similar proposal was previously considered by the Authority under Motion 68 in
2023, which was not supported at that time. However, expectations of openness and
engagement in public administration continue to evolve, and it is increasingly difficult
to justify a position where members of the public may observe decisions being made,
but are not permitted to ask questions in a structured and controlled manner.

It is disappointing that such a basic mechanism for public engagement is not already
embedded within the Authority’s procedures.

This Motion does not propose an unrestricted or unmanaged approach. It introduces
clear safeguards, including time limits and the Chair’s discretion, ensuring that
meetings remain orderly and focused.

Furthermore, by adopting a defined trial period, the Authority retains full control over
whether the arrangement should be continued, amended, or withdrawn, based on

practical experience rather than assumption.

This represents a proportionate and responsible step towards improving
transparency and strengthening public confidence in the Authority’s governance.

This Notice of Motion, dated 8t April 2026, signed by:
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MOTION NO. 78

right to retain full discretion to determine the level of detail and transparency within
its official record.

The Authority’s current format is described as a compromise between a narrative
record and a resolution-based record, with the explicit position that contributions are
summarised, but not attributed to individual Board Members. However, the same
guidance confirms that Board Member names are already recorded in specific
circumstances, including attendance, voting, and procedural matters. This
demonstrates that the exclusion of names from broader discussion is not a legal
necessity, but a discretionary limitation introduced through local resolution.

it is therefore difficult to justify the continued restriction on recording Board Member
contributions, particularly in the context of modern expectations of openness in
public administration. The absence of named contributions can limit the clarity of the
public record and reduce accountability, particularly where decisions are of
significance to residents and stakeholders.

This Motion adopts a measured and proportionate approach. It does not impose an
immediate permanent change, but instead introduces a defined trial period, allowing
the Authority to assess the practical implications before determining whether to
adopt the approach on a longer-term basis.

In doing so, it provides an opportunity to align the Authority’s practices with broader
standards of transparency, while retaining appropriate safeguards and flexibility.

This Notice of Motion, dated 8™ April 2026, signed by:
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Amendments to public sector general needs housing income thresholds

Overview
The Public Sector Housing (General Needs) (Allocation) Policy 2019 is currently undergoing a full review. Because this review is extensive, the Housing Agency (on behalf
of the Department of Infrastructure} is proposing to introduce several essential changes ahead of the full update.

These early amendments focus on improving fairness, clarity, and consistency in how public sector housing is allocated. We are seeking your views on three key proposed
changes:

1. Updating income eligibility thresholds and introducing automatic annual uplifts
2. Removing certain 'priority’ points that do not reflect housing need

3. Introducing discretion for local housing authorities on residential requirements

Why your views matter
Your feedback plays a vital role in shaping how public sector housing is aflocated. The proposed changes aim to make the system fairer, clearer, and more responsive —but
it is essential that the people who use, rely on, or are affected by the policy have the opportunity to influence it.

By sharing your views, you help us to:

« Understand real-life experiences of those navigating the housing system

« ldentify unintended impacts that may not be visible from data alone

. Tes‘t whether the proposed changes feel fair and workable for households and communities
« Ensure the policy reflects local needs and values, not just administrative requirements

+ Strengthen transparency and accountability in how decisions are made

Public sector housing policy affects thousands of people. Your insight helps ensure that the system is not only technically sound but also grounded in the lived realities of
the community it serves.
Your views will assist the Department in finalising the draft amendments to the existing Allocations Policy ahead of being taken to Tynwald for formal approval.

Reasonable adjustments and alternative formats
The Department is committed to equal opportunities and our aim is to make our documents easy to use and accessible to all.

The Department will take steps to accommodate any reasonable adjustments and provide such assistance as may reasonably be required to enable access or reply to this
consultation,

iIf this document is required in another format or assistance is required with accessing or replying to this consultation, please email Lisa,phifliskirk@gov.im
Responding to this consultation and questions

This consuitation can be responded to by clicking on the 'Online survey' link below.

Alternatively you can download a paper version of this consultation from the 'Related’ section below and email it to Lisa.philliskirk@gov.im or post it to:

Lisa Philliskirk

Head of Housing

2nd Floor Markwell House,
Market St,

Douglas,

M1 2RJ

What happens next
The feedback from this consultation will be reviewed by the Housing Agency Board and will give direction to any final changes to be made to the general needs public sector
housing allocation policy. it is anticipated that the amendments will be brought to Tynwald for approval in July 2026.

About you

1 What is your name?

Name

https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/amendments-to-public-sector-general-needs-housing/ 1/6



2 What is your email address?

Email

[ ]

3 The Department will share the consultation response report. May wepublish your response?

More information

« Publish in full - your name along with full answers may be published on the hub or on the report (your email will not be published)
« Publish anonymously — only your responses may be published on the hub or on the report (your name and emait will not be published)

+ Do not publish — nothing wili be published publicly on the hub or on the report (your response will only be part of a larger summary response document)

(Required)

Please select only one item

(:) Yes, you can publish my response in full

C) Yes, you may publish my response anonymously
Q No, please do not publish my response

https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/amendments-to-public-sector-general-needs-housing/ 2/6



Proposed change 1: Updating income eligibility thresholds and introducing automatic annual uplifts

Increase income thresholds

income thresholds determine whether a household can join the general needs public sector housing waiting list. These thresholds have not been updated since 2023 and
no longer reflect current economic pressures ot the rising cost of living.

The Housing Agency has reviewed existing data and proposes to increase income thresholds to reflect today’s economic conditions.

Current Income thresholds (maximum gross annuai income)

» Single applicants with:
o no dependent children: £34,500
o 1 child: £40,000
o 2 children: £43,500
o 3 children or more: £47,000

» Joint applicants with:
o no dependent children: £38,000
o 1 child: £43,500
o 2 children: £47,000
o 3 children or more: £50,500

Proposed income thresholds (maximum gross annual income)

. Single applicants with:
o no dependent children; £35,800
o 1 child: £43,000
o 2 children: £47,800
o 3 children or more: £50,200

+ Joint applicants with:
o no dependent children: £50,200
o 1 child: £56,700
o 2 children: £59,800
o 3 children or more: £63,900

Automatic annual adjustments

The Housing Agency has reviewed existing data and proposes to introduce automatic annual adjustments in line with the Consumer Price index (CPI).

From 1 April 2027, the figures shall increase annually on 1 April by a percentage equal to the percentage increase in the Consumer Price index published by the Cabinet
Office for the preceding September, rounded up to the nearest whole pound.

Linking thresholds to CP] would create a clearer, more predictable system, Applicants would better understand how thresholds may change each year, and the policy
would remain up to date without requiring frequent manual amendments. This approach helps ensure that eligibility criteria keep pace with inflation and do not erode over
time.

4 Do you agree with the proposed income threshold increases?

Please select only one item

Q Yes, | agree
Q No, | disagree

Any further comments?

hitps://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/amendments-to-public-sector-general-needs-housing/ 3/6



5 Do you agree with the proposed automatic annual uplift of thresholds?

Please select only onae item

O Yes, | agree
O No, | disagree

Any further comments?

Proposed change 2: Removing certain 'priority’ points that do not reflect housing need
As part of the review, the Housing Agency has assessed whether current priority criteria genuinely relate to housing need. Some criteria have been found to be outdated or=
100 broad, and therefore no longer appropriate.

The proposal is to remove additional priority currently given for:

s Income level alone
¢ Living in a private sector tenancy

And to remove the reduction of priority for households with:

¢ Financial assets above £15,000
Why remove these criteria
To ensure that priority is only given where circumstances worsen a household's housing need, priority will no longer be awarded for the following:

1. Having a low income:

Alow income doesn't always mean someone is living in poor housing. For example, a person on a lower income might be living in a safe, suitable home, while
someone with a higher income could bhe living in overcrowded or unsuitable conditions. Housing conditions — not income — should be the main factor

2. Living in a private tenancy:

Not all private rentals are the same. Someone might be renting a good-quality home at a reasonable cost, while another household may be living with family or
friends in cramped or unsuitable conditions. Again, the focus should be on actual living conditions, not the type of tenancy

Priority will not be reduced for:

3. Having financial assets or property:

Current policy removes priority if a household has property or assets worth £15,000 or more. But this can be unfair — for example, owning a car worth £15,000
doesn’t=mean someone can sell it to secure long-term housing. What matters most is whether their current living situation is safe and suitable

There are already rules in place to make sure that people who can afford to secure their own housing cannot join the public sector housing list. This safeguard
remains unchanged.

Removing these criteria ensures that priority is based on actual housing need rather than broad assumptions.

6 Do you agree that the pointing schedule should be based upon housing need only?

Flease select only one item

@ Yes, | agree
O No, | disagree

Any further cormments?

https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/amendments-to-public-sector-general-needs-housing/ 4/6



Proposed change 3: Introducing discretion for local housing authorities on residential requirements

The Housing Agency proposes to extend discretion to local housing authorities in relation to certain residency requirements. This would bring the policy in fine with the
Housing {Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and ensure authorities can exercise their discretion appropriately.

This discretion is particularly important in safeguarding situations.

3-month immediate residency requirement

At the moment, anyone who wants to join the public sector housing waiting list must have lived on the Isle of Man for three months immediately before applying. For most
people this is straightforward — but for others, it creates real difficuities.

For example, a disabled person may need suitable accommodation before they can safely return to the island. But under the current rule, they cannot Join
the waiting list until they have already been living here for three months.

This means some of the people who need help the most are unable to even get onto the list.
The amendments propose to let someone join the waiting list without waiting the full three months if the housing authority believes the circumstances justify it.

This flexibility is especially important for people who are vulnerable, at risk, or unable to secure suitable accommodation without support.

10-year residency requirement

Anyone currently applying for public sector housing must have lived on the Isle of Man for a total o} at least 10 years.

While this rule works in many cases, it can create real challenges when a household is facing serious risk or urgent housing need. In situations where someone’s safety,
health, or wellbeing is at stake, waiting until they meet the full 10-year requirement may not be realistic or fair.

For example, a person has been living on the island for 8 years and is experiencing a relationship breakdown. They have children here at school who are
part of a wider extended family. They require accommodation to ensure they do not need to leave the island.

The proposed change would allow local housing authorities to reduce the 10-year residency requirement when there is a good reason to do so. This gives authorities the
ability to respond to exceptional or urgent situations where strict rules would otherwise prevent someone from getting the help they need.

3.year within a local authority residency requirement

At present, applicants must have lived within a specific local housing authority area for at least three years before they can be allocated public sector housing in that area.

While this rule helps prioritise long-term local residents, it can also create difficulties in cases where a household has a genuine and urgent housing need but has not yet
met the full three-year requirement.

For example, a person fleeing domestic abuse who cannot reasonably meet the standard 3-year immediate residency requirement before applying to
another local authority to leave the vicinity of a perpetrator.

The proposed change would give local housing authorities the power to reduce the three-year local residency requirement when there is a good reason to do so.

These changes do not widen access to public sector housing. Instead, they ensure that local authorities can respond appropriately to welfare and safeguarding needs
without being constrained by rigid rules.

7 Do you have any comments regarding the proposed policy change to ncorporate discretion relating to any of the
residential periods (3 months, 3 years, or 10 years)?

https://consult.gov.im/infrastructure/amendments-to-public-sector-general-needs-housing/ 5/6
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Public Sector Housing (General Needs) (Allocation) (Amendment)
Policy 2026 Policy 1

Statutory Document No. 20XX/XXXX

G

Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976

PUBLIC SECTOR HOUSING (GENERAL NEEDS)
(ALLOCATION) (AMENDMENT) POLICY 2026

Approved by Tynwald:
Coming into operation in accordance with paragraph 2

The Department of Infrastructure, having consulted all the local authorities that would
be affected by it!, adopts the following Policy under paragraph 1A(1)? of Schedule 3 to
the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

1 Title

This Policy is the Public Sector Housing (General Needs) (Allocation)
(Amendment) Policy 2026.

2 Commencement

If approved by Tynwald, this Policy comes into operation on [TBCJ.

3 Amendment of the Public Sector Housing (General Needs) (Allocation)
Policy 2019

The Public Sector Housing (General Needs) (Allocation) Policy 2019* is amended
as follows.

4 Paragraph 3A inserted

After paragraph 3 (interpretation), insert —

! As required by paragraph 1A(2) of Schedule 3 to the Act.

2 Paragraph 1A was inserted by Schedule 3 to the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011.
3 Under paragraph 1A(3) of Schedule 3 to the Act, this Policy shall not come into operation until
itis approved by Tynwald.

45D 2019/0075.
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Public Sector Housing (General Needs) (Allocation) {Amendment)

Policy 2026 Policy 6
Household Maximum | Household Maximum
composition income composition income

threshold threshold
Single, no children | £35,800 Couple, no £50,200
children
Single, 1 child £43,000 Couple, 1 child £56,700
Single, 2 children £47,800 Couple, 2 children | £59,800
Single, 3 children £50,200 Couple, 3 children £63,900
));
(ii) in subparagraph (2) —

(aa) after “assets”, insert «(including any interest accrued
in respect of the applicant’s or joint applicants’
savings)»; and

(bb)  after “£30,000.”, insert on a separate line —

«This is subject to sub-paragraph (4).»;
(iif)  omit subparagraph (3).
3) In Part 2 (points system for general needs public sector housing), in

paragraph 2, in the table, omit —
(a) criterion 5 (gross annual income);

(b) criterion 9 (private sector tenant); and

(c) criterion 10 (financial property/assets).
MADE
TIM CROOKALL
Minister for Infrastructure
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Public Sector Housing (General Needs) (Allocation) Policy 2019 Paragraph 1

Statutory Document No. 2019/0075

Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976

PUBLIC SECTOR HOUSING (GENERAL NEEDS)
(ALLOCATION) POLICY 2019

Approved by Tynwald.: 20 March 2019
Coming into operation: 1 June 2019

The Department of Infrastructure, having consulted all the local authorities that would
be affected by it!, adopts the following Policy under paragraph 1A(1)? of Schedule 3 to
the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

1 Title
This Policy is the Public Sector Housing (General Needs) (Allocation) Policy 2019.

2 Commencement

If approved by Tynwald, this Policy comes into operation on 1 June 20192

3 Interpretation and extent
¢)) In this Policy, unless the context otherwise requires, —
“the Act” means the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976;

“applicant” means a person who has made an application for housing and,
includes a single applicant and either (or both) joint applicants;

“application for housing” means an application made to a housing authority to
be selected for public sector housing;

“couple” means, —
(@) two people who are married to, or civil partners of, each other; or

(b)  two people who are not married to, or civil partners of, each other
but are living together, or have indicated on an application for
housing they intend to live together, as a married couple or as civil
partners;

1 As required by paragraph 1A(2) of Schedule 3 to the Act.

2 Paragraph 1A was inserted by Schedule 3 to the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011.
3 Under paragraph 1A(3) of Schedule 3 to the Act, this Policy shall not come into operation until
itis approved by Tynwald.
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“single person” means a person who is not a member of a couple; and

“unjustified refusal” means a refusal by an applicant, without a valid reason, of

)

an offer of housing made by a housing authority which that authority
considers suitable for the applicant.

This Policy applies only to any initial allocation of general needs public
sector housing,.

Allocation of general needs public sector housing

1)

@)

©)

)

©)

An applicant may be selected by a housing authority for general needs
public sector housing which is not sheltered housing (“general needs
public sector housing”) provided by that authority if, —

(a) the applicant is, or has been, accepted for inclusion on that
authority’s housing waiting list; and

(b)  the applicant has the highest number of points among those other
persons on the housing waiting list for that type of housing, subject
to the housing being suitable for the applicant’s specific housing
needs.

The number of points which an applicant has for the purpose of sub-
paragraph (b) is the sum of the points obtained in accordance with Part 2
of the Schedule in the applicant’s case.

This sub-paragraph is subject to sub-paragraphs (2) to (4).

An applicant may be accepted for inclusion on a housing authority’s
housing waiting list only if the applicant meets all of the conditions which
apply in the applicant’s case specified in Part 1 of the Schedule.

An applicant shall not be selected by a housing authority for allocation of
general needs public sector housing, unless, —

(a)  the applicant has; or

(b)  in the case of joint applicant’s either or both applicants have,

been ordinarily resident in the Island for at least 3 months immediately
prior to the date of allocation.

An applicant shall not be selected by a housing authority for allocation of
general needs public sector housing if the applicant or either of the joint
applicants owns residential accommodation in any jurisdiction.

This is subject to sub-paragraph (5).

If the applicant, or either of the joint applicants, owns residential
accommodation (“the premises”) in any jurisdiction, the applicant may
nevertheless be accepted for inclusion on the relevant housing authority’s
housing waiting list for general needs public sector housing providing all
of the following conditions are satisfied prior to allocation, —

Condition 1
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)

®)

(4)

®)

If the applicant is dissatisfied with the relevant decision, the applicant may
request that the Department review its decision.

A request for a review must —
(a) state the grounds on which the review is requested; and

(b) be made in writing within one month of the date of notification of
the relevant decision.

The Department must —
(a) review the relevant decision in a timely manner; and

(b)  notify the applicant of the outcome of that review.

Any decision made by the Department following the review is final >

Review of, and appeal against, decisions made by a local authority

1) This paragraph applies to any decision (“the relevant decision”) made by
a local authority as to, —
(@)  whether or not the applicant is to be accepted for inclusion on that
local authority’s housing waiting list;
(b)  the number of points which an applicant has in accordance with
Part 2 of the Schedule; or
() whether or not an applicant is selected for allocation of a property.
(2)  Iftheapplicantis dissatisfied with the relevant decision, the applicant may
request the local authority, in writing, to review that decision.
(3)  If, on review the relevant decision is upheld, the applicant may appeal
against the relevant decision, in writing, to the Department.
(4)  Any decision of the Department on such an appeal is final.
Guidance
(1)  The Department may issue guidance about the matters to be taken into

account in determining (in particular)—

(@)  how applicants with the same points on a housing waiting list may
be prioritised;

(b) the category of housing type for eligible applicants (for example the
number of bedrooms applicable to the applicant’s or joint
applicants’ requirements);

(© how income and capital, including notional capital and notional

income, are to be treated;

(d)  the additional relationships of persons who may apply to a housing
authority and be treated as joint applicants in exceptional
circumstances;
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1

SCHEDULE

[Paragraph 4]

ALLOCATION OF GENERAL NEEDS PUBLIC SECTOR HOUSING

PART 1

CONDITIONS FOR INCLUSION ON A HOUSING WAITING LIST FOR

GENERAL NEEDS PUBLIC SECTOR HOUSING

Eligible applicant conditions

M

(2)

@)

An applicant must be, —

(@) a single person who does not have a dependent child;

(b)  acouple neither member of whom has a dependent child;

() a single person who has a dependent child;

(d)  acouple either member of whom has a dependent child.

Despite sub-paragraph (1), in exceptional circumstances, and with the

written approval of the Department, a joint application may be made by
two single persons living together, or who intend to live together.

An applicant, or in the case of joint applicants’ at least one of the
applicants, must be at least 18 years old.

Residential conditions

M)

)

@)

In accordance with paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 to the Act, an applicant
must have been ordinarily resident in the Island for a total period of not
less than 10 years.

This is subject to sub-paragraph (3).

An applicant must have been ordinarily resident in the relevant housing
authority area for at least 3 years.

This is subject to sub-paragraph (3).

In the case of joint applicants, only one of the applicants needs satisfy this
paragraph.

Financial conditions

M

An applicant’s gross annual income, or the sum of joint applicants’ gross
annual incomes, including any taxable benefits, must not exceed the
maximum amount specified in the following table.
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4. Size of family
(a) Each dependent child aged under 16; . 5 points
(b) Each dependent child or young person aged 3 points
between 16 and 21.
Items (a) and (b) are subject to a maximum of three
dependent children or young persons.
(c) Each additional dependent child or young personin 1 point
excess of the three maximum
5. Gross annual income*
(a) including, where applicable, combined income and taxable benefits of joint
applicants;
(b) for the purposes of assessing income in the table below, child benefit is to be
disregarded;
Single applicant Joint applicant Points
No dependent children £20,500 and under £24,000 and under 10 points
£20,501 to £24,000 £24,001 to £27,500 8 points
£24,001 to £27,500 £27,501 to £31,000 5 points
£27,501 to £30,000 £31,001 to £33,501 2 points
£30,001 and over £33,501 and over 0 points
Single applicant Joint applicant Points
With dependent children £23,500 and under £27,000 and under 10 points
£23,501 to £28,500 £27001 to £32,000 8 points
£28,501 to £33,500 £32,001 to £37,000 5 points
£33,501 to £38,500 £37,001 to £42,000 2 points
£38,501 and over £42,001 and over 0 points
)] in this criterion, “child benefit” means a benefit under Part 9 of the Social Security
Contributions and Benefits Act 19926 (of Parliament), as it has effect in the Island’.
6. Adequacy of present accommodation
(a) Property condition/overcrowding (following assessment by an environmental health
officer of the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture )
Low priority 5 points
Medium priority 10 points
High priority 20 points
(b) Health/welfare issues (validated by report from health/welfare professional &
multidisciplinary assessment by health/welfare panel)
Low priority 5 or 10 points
Medium priority 15 or 20 points
High priority 25 or 30 points
7.  Notice to quit Court order for possession 25 points
(excluding for rent arrears)
61992 c.4
7 See SD 505/94
SD No. 2019/0075 Page 11

A







Public Sector Housing (General Needs) (Allocation) Policy 2019 Endnotes

ENDNOTES

Table of Endnote References

1 The format of this legislation has been changed as provided for under section 75 of,
and paragraph 2 of Schedule 1 to, the Legislation Act 2015. The changes have been
approved by the Attorney General after consultation with the Clerk of Tynwald as
required by section 76 of the Legislation Act 2015.

2Para 5 substituted by SD2023/0109.

% Table substituted by 5D2023/0109.

4 Entry substituted by SD2023/0109, as amended by Correction Notice dated 07 June
2023.
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